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Note of last LGA Executive meeting
	Title:


	LGA Executive

	Date:


	Thursday 24 January 2019

	Venue:
	Westminster Room, 8th Floor, 18 Smith Square, London, SW1P 3HZ

	
	


Attendance

An attendance list is attached as Appendix A to this note

	Item
	Decisions and actions
	


<AI1>

	1  
	Declarations of Interest
 
	

	
	There were no declarations of interest.

The Chairman noted apologies from Cllr Barry Lewis (Con), Cllr Terry O’Neill (Lab), Cllr Michael Wilcox (Con), Cllr Debbie Wilcox (Lab), Cllr Anne Western (Lab), Cllr John Hart (Con), Cllr Lucy Nethsingha (Lib), Cllr Lib Peck (Lab) and Cllr Rishi Shori (Lab).

The Chairman also noted the following substitutes in attendance; Cllr James Dawson (Lab), Cllr Kate Haigh (Lab), Cllr Richard Henry (Lab), Cllr Helen Holland (Lab) and

Cllr John Merry (Lab).

Cllr Mark Hawthorne raised that in Cllr John Hart’s absence he would be representing South West Councils.


	


</AI1>

<AI2>

	2  
	Brexit Update
 
	

	
	Cllr Kevin Bentley, Chairman of the LGA’s Brexit Task Force, provided an update to the LGA Executive on the work that the LGA was undertaking to support councils on work related to Britain’s exit from the EU.

In particular he emphasised that;

· The Brexit Task Force is lobbying the Home Office on councils’ concerns regarding the impact of Brexit on the care sector; 

· There is a significant amount  of work underway in relation to the impact of Brexit on port services and how this could affect those councils with ports in their area; and 
· Concerns had been raised over the possible implications for UK data stored in for European cloud data storage. This was being further investigated.

In response to a query, Cllr Bentley emphasised that airports were included in the work that was being done around ports.

Decision

The LGA Executive noted the update from Cllr Kevin Bentley. 


	


</AI2>

<AI3>

	3  
	Local Government Finance Settlement
 
	

	
	Cllr Richard Watts, Chair of the LGA Resources Board, introduced the report which provided an update on the 2019/20 provisional Local Government Finance Settlement announced by the Government on 13 December 2018, and summarised the LGA’s formal response. 

The LGA’s formal response was included in the report, which welcomed the additional resources but highlighted the large funding gap which remained, as well as particular issues regarding Adult and Children’s Social Care. 

A view was expressed that it was positive to see Government had been persuaded to put additional resources to Children’s Social Care and that the LGA lobbying on this had been successful.

Decision

The LGA Executive noted the report. 


	


</AI3>

<AI4>

	4  
	Business Rates Retention
 
	

	
	Cllr Richard Watts, Chair of the Resources Board and the LGA Task and Finish group on Business Rates Retention and the Fair Funding Review, introduced the report which provided a summary of the Government’s recently published consultation on Business Rates Retention and asked Members to comment on the draft LGA response which had been developed by the Task and Finish Group. He emphasised that the Fair Funding Review had been immensely technical. He highlighted that the Government would also conduct a review of Central and Local Lists, with the aim of creating a rational and transparent system, and reaffirmed the Government’s commitment to address the issue of the impact of appeals on councils’ budgets, and to reform the administration of the system.  
Cllr Watts and the Chairman also expressed their thanks to the Task and Finish Group and LGA staff involved for their work on Business Rates Retention and the Fair Funding Review.

Decision

The LGA Executive provided comments and agreed the draft LGA Response to MHCLG Business Rates Retention Reform Consultation ahead of its submission to the Government. 

Action

Comments from Members to be taken into account when amending the draft consultation response. (Nicola Morton).

	


</AI4>

<AI5>

	5  
	Fair Funding Review - December 2018 Consultation
 
	

	
	The Chairman emphasised that the Leadership Board had agreed unanimously that the LGA response should state that deprivation should remain as a cost driver in the foundation formula, and it would be for the Government to work out how this should be weighted. 
Cllr Richard Watts, Chair of the Resources Board and the LGA Task and Finish group on Business Rates Retention and the Fair Funding Review, introduced the report which provided a summary of the Government's recently published consultation on the Fair Funding Review, and asked Members to comment on the draft LGA response which had been developed by the Task and Finish Group. 

In the discussion that followed, Members raised the following points;

· views were expressed that homelessness should have a separate formula or be dealt with outside of the system;

· views were raised about the balance between incentivisation and rewarding innovation and efficiency and need;

· the importance of funding formulas being evidence based and responsive to change were raised;

· views were expressed that greater transparency in the funding formula would be crucial;

· the importance of transition was raised; and

· members expressed support for the LGA response stating that deprivation should remain as a cost driver in the foundation formula.
Decision

The LGA Executive provided comments and agreed the draft LGA response which has been developed with the LGA Task and Finish Group on Business Rates Retention and the Fair Funding Review ahead of its submission to the Government.

Action

Comments from Members to be taken into account when amending the draft consultation response. (Nicola Morton).


	


</AI5>

<AI6>

	6  
	Note of the last Leadership Board meeting - Tabled
 
	

	
	The LGA Executive agreed the minutes of the LGA Leadership Board meeting on 6 December 2018 and the LGA Leadership Board meeting on  23 January 2019. 


	


</AI6>

<AI7>

	7  
	Note of last LGA Executive meeting
 
	

	
	The LGA Executive agreed the minutes of the last meeting. 


	


</AI7>

<TRAILER_SECTIO

Appendix A -Attendance 
	Position/Role
	Councillor
	Authority

	
	
	

	Lord Porter of Spalding CBE (Chairman)
	South Holland District Council

	Cllr Nick Forbes CBE (Senior Vice-Chair)
	Newcastle upon Tyne City Council


	 Cllr James Jamieson (Vice Chairman)
	Central Bedfordshire Council

	Cllr Howard Sykes MBE (Vice-Chair)
	Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council

	Cllr Marianne Overton MBE (Vice-Chair)
	Lincolnshire County Council


	 Cllr Robert Alden
	Birmingham City Council

	Cllr Paul Carter CBE
	Kent County Council

	Cllr Izzi Seccombe OBE
	Warwickshire County Council

	Cllr David Simmonds CBE
	Hillingdon London Borough Council

	Cllr Peter Fleming OBE
	Sevenoaks District Council

	Cllr Mark Hawthorne MBE
	Gloucestershire County Council

	Cllr Ian Hudspeth
	Oxfordshire County Council

	Cllr Martin Tett
	Buckinghamshire County Council

	Cllr Nick Forbes CBE
	Newcastle upon Tyne City Council

	Cllr Michael Payne
	Gedling Borough Council

	Cllr Simon Blackburn
	Blackpool Council

	Cllr Anntoinette Bramble
	Hackney London Borough Council

	Sir Richard Leese CBE
	Manchester City Council and City Regions Board

	Cllr Richard Watts
	Islington Council

	Cllr Ruth Dombey OBE
	Sutton London Borough Council

	Cllr Gerald Vernon-Jackson CBE
	Portsmouth City Council

	Cllr Clive Woodbridge
	Epsom and Ewell Borough Council

	Cllr Robert Bucke
	Tendring District Council

	Cllr David Finch
	Essex County Council

	Cllr Simon Henig CBE
	Association of North East Councils

	Cllr Peter John OBE
	Southwark Council

	Cllr Roy Perry
	Hampshire County Council

	Cllr Philip Atkins
	County Councils Network (CCN)

	Cllr John Fuller
	South Norfolk District Council


	Apologies:
	 Cllr Peter Box CBE
	Wakefield Metropolitan District Council

	
	Cllr Lib Peck
	Lambeth London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Anne Western CBE
	Derbyshire County Council

	
	Cllr Rishi Shori
	Bury Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Lucy Nethsingha
	Cambridgeshire County Council

	
	Cllr John Hart
	South West Councils

	
	Cllr Barry Lewis
	Derbyshire County Council

	
	Cllr Terry O'Neill
	North West Regional Leaders Board

	
	Cllr Stephen Parnaby OBE
	Local Government Yorkshire and Humber (LGYH)

	
	Cllr Michael Wilcox
	West Midlands LGA

	
	Cllr Debbie Wilcox
	Newport City Council

	
	Sir Stephen Houghton CBE
	SIGOMA

	
	Alderman Sir David Wootton
	Local Partnerships
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